
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

Tuesday December 7, 2021 – 5:00 PM 

Richmond Town Hall, 1529 State Road, Richmond, MA 01254 

 

PRESENT: Andrew Fisher, Chair; Louise Maron; Peter Cohen; Phyllis LeBeau, Recording Sec’y.; 

Jennifer Kimball, Berkshire Regional Planning Comm.; Sarah DeJesus, Berkshire Health Systems; 

Dr. Laurence Cohen, Pres., Comm. Health Assn.; Pat Callahan, Chair, Phase II Bldg. Cte.; Valerie 

Bird, The Berkshire Alliance Health Agent, Claudia Ryan, Admin. Assist. 

Andy called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM with the approval of the November 2, 2021 

Minutes. Peter moved to approve the minutes as read. He was seconded by Louise and the 

motion was adopted by unanimous vote. 

Review of New Town Hall Septic System Plan: Pat Callahan reported that she had sent the 

plans for the septic system to the Conservation Comm. for review and approval of the site and 

provided Valerie with a copy for her review at this meeting.  

Valerie Bird approved the septic system for the new town municipal building. The one concern 

was that the system be capable of handing the population of the building which, by its nature, 

has a varied occupation rate unlike family homes. Ms. Bird acknowledged that the system was 

twice the size required by state standards for such buildings. 

Dr. Cohen announced that the Richmond and West Stockbridge Community Health Assn. (CHA) 

will be closing its doors as of June of 2022. The plan is to have the Berkshire Alliance take over 

the work that the Comm. Health Assn. had been doing in Richmond, which would involve some 

additional costs for the Alliance, which would be less than the contribution the Town makes to 

the CHA. The only service the Alliance will not provide is home visits for the homebound. He 

noted, however, that those visits had become simply social in nature and were no longer 

needed in the face of new technologies such as on-line doctor visits and other electronic doctor 

contacts. In addition, the various local Visiting Nurse Associations are far better prepared to 

offer homebound services. The Town will not, therefore, lose any material health support and 

funding allocated for the CHS will no longer be needed. He noted that Laura Kittross, Director of 

the Alliance, is in favor of the change. Emilie Jarrett, R.N. who was the liaison for the Richmond 

Board of Health and the Alliance, will be retiring. There was a discussion of the possibility of 

having Emilie join the Board of Health. 

Comprehensive Drug User Health Services: Jennifer, the Principal Planner for Drug User Health 

Services and Sarah DeJesus of Berkshire Health Systems spoke on behalf of the Overdose and 

Addiction Prevention Services of the CDC. This is a publicly funded service designed to provide 

access to Narcan for overdoses and clean syringes for users (including insulin-dependent 



people), as well as follow-up services post overdose. The purpose of this presentation was to 

appeal to the Board of Health for their approval for this program to function in Richmond.  

A discussion ensued concerning the prevalence of overdoses in Richmond, which over a three-

year period numbered from one to four with one overdose-related death. That number would 

not have taken into account a Richmond resident who overdosed elsewhere. The program 

provides the EMS with kits containing Narcan, a face shield, a test kit and a brochure. 

This service does not include a syringe distribution plan for the residents of the Town. 

The Board of Health’s part in this project is to approve of the harm-reduction services being 

conducted in Richmond. Once a vote to approve is taken, a certified copy of the minutes and a 

Local Control Letter will need to be sent to the State DPH. Those documents permit the leaving 

of clean syringes with the EMS or via the program’s van and the opportunity for the service 

providers to develop relationships with users that could result in a change in lifestyle. 

Andy moved that the Richmond Board of Health vote to allow the Berkshire Health Systems to 

operate a mobile syringe service van in the Town of Richmond. Peter seconded the motion, 

which passed with unanimous consent. The wording for the Local Control Letter will be sent to 

Phyllis, who will distribute it to the Board members via email. In addition, a link to the BOAPC 

website will be provided for posting on the Richmond website. 

Well Testing for PFAS and Meeting at Noon on December 10, 2021 via Zoom with MA DEP: 

Claudia will resend the Zoom link to the members of the Board so that they can attend. 

Update on Vaccination Policy for Richmond Employees: Andy reported that the Board of 

Selectmen passed a policy which strongly recommended vaccination or the requirement to 

provide proof of negative testing twice a week. Chairs of the various Boards and Committees of 

Richmond are responsible to determine if the members of those bodies have been vaccinated. 

Next Chair of the Richmond Board of Health: Andy nominated Peter Cohen as the next Chair. 

The nomination was seconded by Louise and approved by unanimous consent. Peter will take 

over the duties of the Chair beginning with the January 4, 2022 meeting. 

Community Health Report: Since Emilie Jarrett was not present, there was no report available. 

Alliance Reports: Valerie noted that in the absence of Ed Fahey, there was no report available 

and that two months’ reporting will be provided at the next meeting. 

Unanticipated Topics: The resident of Cone Hill Road’s well was tested by the State and paid for 

by the Town. 

Next Board of Health Meeting: Tuesday January 4, 2022 at 5:00 PM. Items 2 and 3 will be 

carried over to that meeting. 



There being no further business before the Board, Andy moved that the meeting be adjourned 

at 5:50 PM. He was seconded by Peter and the motion carried by unanimous vote. 

   

 

 


